Moving to the routine management of pre symptomatic lung cancer.
Lung cancer is the world's leading cause of cancer death. Since progress in the treatment of this cancer has been exceedingly slow, the upswing in tobacco consumption in many sectors becomes even more tragic. One area for cautious optimism is the recent pilot reports of improved early lung cancer detection using new spiral CT techniques from institutions in Japan and New York. The prospect of improved early detection in a major cancer raises a number of public health concerns and highlights the importance of critical validation of this proposed new tool. From experience with early detection-based management of other cancers, it is evident that the entire process of detection, case validation, intervention, monitoring and public education needs to be carefully developed. The International Association for the Study of Lung Cancer has worked with the National Cancer Institute over the last decade to nurture interest and expertise in conducting population-based management of early lung cancer. A distillation of this process up to the current time is reviewed in this manuscript.